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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. 



ink bag for storing ink therein; 




a %xible bag bod yf-O) which is fdeformable in. accordance .with 
consumption o\he ink; 

an Ink sQpply por^rom which the ink stored therein is supplied; and .■ 
a non-conlact type memory IC^rovided or^the bag body. 



2. 



J 



The ink bag as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the bag body includes a 
first part having a first flexibility and a second part having a second flexibility - . 
which is lower than the first flexibility. ^ •■ .v:-;' :• 



3- The ink bag as set fqrth in claim 2, wherein the memory IC is provided 
in the second part of the bag body. v. 



1 4. The ink bag as set fort\ in claim 3, the second part- is. an outer 

2 peripheral portion of the bag body. 



1 5. The ink bag as set forth in claim 4, wherein the outer peripheral 

2 portion of the bag body is formed by heat-welding outer peripheral portions of 

3 flexible sheet members. 



1 6. The ink bag as set forth in claim 2, wh^ein the memory IC is provided 

2 in the first part of the bag body. 
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7. The ink bag as set forth in claim 6, wherein the first part includes at 

least a center portion of the bag body. 



8. The ink bag as sei forth in claim 1 , wherein the memory IC stores 

data indicating an amount of ink remained therein. 



9. TheJnk bag as set forth in claim 1, wherein the memory IC is placed 

in the vicinity ofHhe ink supply port. 

.10. -^ A recording apparatus, comprising:. . 

a flexible ink bag for storing ink consumed by the recording apparatus 
therein, on which a non-con^ct type memory IC is provided,- the ink bag being 
deformable- in- accordance wdth the consumption of. ink;- and detachably 
provided in the recording apparatus; and 

a data communicator, wh\h opposes to the memory- IC to. perform 
non-contact data communication therewith. : ^ 



1 ^ The recording apparatus as set fortRyin claim 10, wherein the ink bag 
is mounted such that the memory IC is directed downward. 



12. The recording apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein the memory 
IC stores data indicating an amoiiicit of ink remained therein. 



13. tW recording apparatus as set forth in claim 10, further comprising: 
a cartridge casing, which houses the ink bag therein; and 
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3 a chamber section, which houses the cartridge casing therein. 

1 14. The recording apparatus as set forth in claim 13, wherein the 

2 cartridge casing is formed with an aperture through which the data 

3 communication between the memory IC and the data communicator is 

4 conducted. 

□ 1 15. The recording apparatus as set forth in claim 13, wherein:. 

^ 2 the cartridge casing is formed with an outlet to which an ink supply 

^4 . 3 port of the ink bag is secured; and . - ^ ^ ^ . . . . . , . 

^' ■ 

ifi - ./4 - ■ : the memory- IG is' placed in the. vicinity of the ink supply. port-.- -, -.i;.-:.-. 




O .1 - : 16. The recording apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein a- consumed 
SJ 2 amount of \k is judged in accordance with information indicated by the 
1-^.3 memory IC 



17. An ink bag detachably provided in a printer, for storing ink consumed 
by the printer thereirv comprising: 

a flexible bag body, which is deformable in accordance with the 



4 consumption of ink; an 

5 a non-contact tybe memory IC, provided on the flexible bag body so 

6 as to substantially immovable with respect to the printer, regardless of the 

7 consumption of ink. 
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1 18. The ink bag as set forth in claim 17, wherein the memory IC is placed 

2 on an outer peripheral portion of the bag body. 



2 1 




m 

E 

S I 

o 



□ 



19. The ink bag as sM forth in claim 18, wherein the outer peripheral 

2 portion of the bag body is formed by heat-welding outer peripheral portions of 

3 flexible sheet members. 



20. The ink bag as ^t forth in claim 17, wherein the memory IC is 
provided on an outer surface>^of the bag body which directs downward with 
respect to the printer. 
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